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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR 
1938. 


<S? 


T.  Varley  &  Co.  Ltd.,  Printers,  Royton. 


TO  THE 


Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 

of  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ROYTON. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  Services  for  the  year  1938. 

My  position  as  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been 
continued  temporarily  until  the  arrangements  made  to  fulfil  the 
terms  of  section  111  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933,  can 
be  put  into  operation. 

The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  becoming 
increasingly  important,  and  much  greater  responsibilities  have 
been  placed  upon  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  voluntary  lady 
workers  who  have  continued  to  render  invaluable  help  and 
assistance  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  now  held  twice  weekly 
in  the  Village  Sunday  School  under  the  auspices  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

1  am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  immense 
amount  of  work  he  has  carried  out,  and  his  reliability  and 
efficiency  are  deserving  of  high  praise. 

To  the  Clerk,  the  Surveyor,  and  all  other  Officials  may  I 
offer  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  assistance  and  kindly 
co-operation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  PICKUP,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT, 

1938. 


i— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  in  Acres  .  2,149 

Population  (Census  1931)  . .  16,689 

Registrar-General’s  Estimated  resident  population  1938  ...  15,520 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931)  .  4,370 

End  of  1938,  according  to  the  Ratebooks. .  4, 7 35 

Rateable  value  ^81,658. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate. . ^319. 


2 — VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total  Male  Female 

Live  Births— Legitimate ...  178  85  93 

Illegitimate  31  2 

Total .  181  86  95 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population... 


Still  Births  .  9  6  3 

Rate  per  1,000  Total 
(live  and  still)  Births 

Deaths .  214  102  hi 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes — 

Puerperal  sepsis  . . . 

Other  puerperal  causes  . 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Total  (live  and  still)  Births — 

Puerperal  Sepsis . 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  . 


...  1 


1  6 


...  47 


•  1 137 
nil 


nil 

526 


Total  5 ’26 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  60 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  61 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births...  nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  29 

,,  „  Measles  (all  ages)  .  1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) . nil 

Population  15,520  (estimated,  mid  1938). 


Per  1,000  of  estimated  population 

Per  1,000  Births 

ROYTON 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Death 
Rate  from 
Tuber¬ 
culosis  of 
Respiratory 
System 

Death 

Rate 

from 

Cancer 

Maternal 
Mortality  Rate 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under 

1  year 

Live  Births 

Live  &  Still 
Births 

Mean  of  5  years — 

1933  to  1937 . 

12-3 

14*5 

0*59 

1-53 

9*89 

9*43 

69 

1937 . 

13-8 

15-5 

0*76 

1-40 

9*25 

8-92 

46 

1938  . 

11*6 

tl3-7 

0-57 

1*86 

5-52 

5*26 

60 

Increase  or  decrease  in 

1938  on  Five  years’ 
average,  1933-1937 

—  0-7 

0-8 

—  0*02 

+  0*33 
+  0-46 

—  4*37 

—  4-17 

—  9 

Previous  year 

—  2-2 

—  1*8 

—  0*19 

—  3*73 

—  3  66 

+  14 

f  1938  adjusted  Death-rate  (comparability  factor  1*16)  =  15-8  per  1,000. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

during  the  year  1938. 


Cases 

Notified. 

! 

1 

OD 

Hospital 

Diseases. 

* 

*  $ 

Y  EARS 

*-4. 

a 

•  <x> 

I  Q 

r~* 

®  O  g 

0)  -4-i  c 
x>  ^ 

KS  T3  ^  <D 

O  # 

fl  O  ^  O 

•r-f  GO  V/'T1 

®  cd  S  4j 

Total 
Cases 
all  ag 

Under 

1 

CM 

I 

T— H 

CO 

1 

04 

TJ8 

ZO 

40 

|  1 

O 

40 

1-1 

! 

rH 

0 

CM 

40 

1-1 

1  20—35 

kO 

kC 

co 

45 — 65 

65  and 

over 

-2 

0 

H 

a 

H  O 

B  ?  'n-K 
P  3  g 

J3  O  —  ® 

f  *a  e  »s 

$  ®  04  2  W 

®  0  a  p  ® 

^  ®  a 

^  .Q 

Smallpox  . 

(a) 

.  *  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

(D 

1  *  *  ’ 

(c) 

(d) 

Scarlet  Fever . 

35 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

3 

5 

15 

6 

2 

2 

... 

1  ••• 

23 

9  # 

Diphtheria(including 
Membranous  Croup). 

Enteric  Fever  (inclu¬ 
ding  Paratyphoid)  ... 

r  17 

J 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

13 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

!  2 

i 

16 

2 

Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

. . . 

•  #  . 

•  •  ♦ 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

... 

... 

•  •  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Acute  Polio-encepha¬ 
litis  . 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica . 

. .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

. . . 

1 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Dysentery . 

... 

... 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

• . . 

1 

•  •  . 

Erysipelas . 

9 

1 

3 

3 

2 

t  Contract’d 
|  In  this 

Malaria  ■{  Country 

1 

.  «  « 

1 

(,  Abroad 

.  •  . 

Any  other  diseases 
notifiable  in 
district  e.g.  : — 
Chicken-pox 

19 

2 

2 

3 

10 

1 

1 

Any  other  disease 
Anthrax  . 

.  .  . 

»  •  • 

.  •  . 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  . . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

. . . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

Totals 

84 

1 

3 

2 

5 

9 

38 

9 

3 

5 

3 

3 

3 

8 

40 

4 

*  Deaths  classified  together  as  Puerperal  Sepsis. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


NEW 

CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F  . 

Years 

0—1  . 

... 

1 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1—5  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

5—10  . 

1 

1 

*  .  . 

... 

... 

10—15  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

. . . 

15—20  . 

.  .  . 

1 

. . . 

... 

20—25  . 

1 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

25—35  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

35—45  . 

1 

2 

2 

.  .  . 

2 

.  .  . 

... 

45—55  . 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

55—65  . 

2 

1 

1 

... 

65  and  upwards 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

5 

v _ 

6 

_ ' 

3 

4 

1 

6 

2 

0  1 

1 
-  V 

Y 

11 

7 

f 

8 

r 

1 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Number 

Notified 

Treated 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

6 

DEATHS. 

Causes  of  Death  in  Royton  Urban  District  during-  1938. 


Males 

Females 

Typhoid . 

... 

... 

Measles 

... 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

... 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Influenza 

•  • 

... 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

... 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System... 

6 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

... 

1 

Syphilis 

.  *•« 

... 

G.P.I.,  Tabes,  & c.  ...  ...  . 

... 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

13 

16 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

1 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

6 

10 

Heart  Disease 

29 

30 

Aneuryism 

1 

... 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

6 

Bronchitis 

7 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

... 

Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

1 

... 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ... 

... 

... 

Appendicitis 

1 

... 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

... 

... 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Liver 

2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

... 

3 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

8 

3 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

... 

... 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

... 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  Prematurity,  etc. 

2 

5 

Senility  . 

3 

6 

Suicides 

1 

... 

Other  deaths  from  Violence 

5 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

9 

10 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

... 

... 

Totals... 

102 

Ill 
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INFANTILE  DEATHS  AND  CAUSES. 
Under  one  year. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

24 

x 

0) 

> 

K* 

r-H 

Sh 

a) 

i ^ 

h-' 

1  and  under 

2  weeks 

2  and  under 

3  weeks 

3  and  under 

4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

1  and  under 

3  months 

3  and  under 

6  months 

6  and  under 

9  months 

9  and  under 

12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

Atalectasis 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Meningitis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Convulsions  ... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Bronchitis 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diarrhoea 

. . . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

Enteritis 

... 

... 

•  • 

... 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Rickets . 

...  j 

... 

... 

Premature  Birth 

5 

... 

... 

5 

Suffocation,  overlying 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

... 

... 

... 

Other  Causes  ... 

2 

•  • 

... 

...  1 

... 

... 

1 

3 

Totals 

9 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  » 

1 

1 

12 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by  the 
County  Council  : — 

(1)  Tuberculosis. — Sanatorium  and  Hospital  accommodation  is 

provided  by  the  County  Council. 

(2)  Maternity  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Boundary  Park  Hospital, 

Oldham,  and  Birch  Hill  Hospital,  Rochdale. 

(3)  Children. — Are  admitted  to  the  Oldham  Royal  Infirmary, 

Manchester  Children’s  Hospital,  and  Norden  and 
Biddulph  Homes. 

(4)  Fever. — Oldham  Corporation  Hospital,  Westhulme. 

(5)  Smallpox. — Chadderton,  Royton  and  Crompton  (Joint 

Hospital)  at  Racefield,  Chadderton. 
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Immunization  against  Diphtheria. 

A  scheme  foi  the  immunization  against  diphtheria  of  persons  who 
so  desired,  was  approved  by  the  Council  at  their  meeting  on  the  1st 
November,  1988. 

H  e-ewith  are  extracts  from  the  report  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  on  the  14th  September,  1938 

“  Immunization  is  now  a  proven  factor  in  the  fight  against 
diphtheria,  and  is  accepted  and  practiced  by  most  Public  Health 
Authorities  throughout  the  country. 

o  J 

What  is  immunization  ?  It  is  a  method  of  stimulating  and 
assisting  the  natural  resistances  of  the  individual  to  overcome  the 
terrifying  Diphtheria  germ,  which  manufactures  the  poison  in  the 
blood  stream,  producing  the  severe  symptoms  and  high  mortality 
rate  associated  with  diphtheria. 

It  is  advisable  that  all  infants  over  one  year  of  age  should  be 
immunized.  The  method  consists  of  a  preliminary  test  to  ascertain 
if  the  individual  is  susceptible  to  Diphtheria.  Some  persons  are 
not  susceptible,  and  therefore,  it  would  be  foolish  to  immunize 
them.  The  preliminary  test  consists  of  a  small  injection  INTO 
not  under,  the  layers  of  the  skin  of  the  forearm. 

If  the  individual  is  susceptible  a  small  area  of  redness,  about 
the  size  of  a  shilling,  will  be  noticed  after  three  days  and  may  per¬ 
sist  up  to  seven  to  fourteen  days.  The  person  then  receives  three 
injections  of  Ic.c.  of  the  “  immunizing  fluid  ”  (known  as  T.  A  F.)  in 
the  muscles  of  the  arm  at  intervals  of  two  weeks.  There  is  in  most 
cases  no  reaction  locally  nor  is  there  any  general  disturbance.  The 
injections  are  made  with  a  very  fine  bore  needle  and  are  not  pain¬ 
ful.  There  is  no  scarifying  or  scratching  as  in  vaccination  against 
smallpox,  nor  is  there  any  sore  or  healing  of  the  “  scab.”  No 
dressing  is  required. 

Occasionally  there  may  be  slight  tenderness  over  the  site  of  the 
injection,  and  very  occasionally  slight  headache. 

There  is  an  overwhelming  abundance  of  evidence  showing  that 
there  is  no  reaction  to  these  injections.  I  personally  have  immu¬ 
nized  many  babies,  children,  youths  and  adults  (approx.  4,000)  and 
in  no  case  was  there  any  severe  general  reaction.  It  is  almost 
painless,  absolutely  safe,  no  ill-effects,  no  scarring  or  disfigurement, 
and  is  effective. 

From  a  Public  Health  point  of  view  the  ideal  would  be  to  have 
100%  of  the  population  immunized.  This  would  obviate  the  one 
detracting  factor  to  immunization,  which  is,  that  a  person  who  has 
been  immunized,  and  therefore  unable  to  contract  the  disease,  may 
harbour  Diphtheria  germs  and  so  spread  the  disease  as  a  Carrier. 

It  takes  about  four  months  after  the  injections  for  the  body 
to  manufacture  the  anti-bodies  ”  in  sufficient  quantity  to  give  full 
immunity.  Recently  it  has  been  the  practice  to  submit  an  immu¬ 
nized  person  to  a  further  Skin  Test  to  ascertain  if  the  injections 
have  produced  the  desired  effect  of  full  immunity.  In  my  opinion 
this  further  test  is  absolutely  necessary,  or  otherwise,  a  person,  who 
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may  be  only  partially  protected,  moves  about  with  a  false  sense  of 
full  security  against  this  fatal  disease. 

The  Staffs  of  all  Fever  Hospttals  are  now  immunized,  and  the 
incidence  of  this  disease  has  dropped  phenominally  to  a  negligible 
figure.  In  fact,  Diphtheria  is  almost  unknown  amongst  the  Staffs 
of  Fever  Hospitals. 

I  am  strongly  in  favour  of  instituting  facilities  for  immuniza¬ 
tion.’’ 

Approval  to  the  scheme  was  made  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  ot  Health  in  a  letter  dated  26th  September,  1938. 

Permission  was  granted  by  the  County  Medical  of  Health  to  use 
the  premises  and  equipment  of  the  School  Clinic,  Post  Office  Buildings, 
Rochdale  Road,  and  and  also  the  services  of  the  School  Nurse  and 
County  Health  Visitor  in  Royton. 

The  Minister  of  Health  intimated  his  sanction  in  a  letter  dated 
31st  December,  1938,  to  proceed  with  the  scheme  under  Section  177 
(1)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  scheme  has  envisaged  a  large  number  of  applicants  for 
immunization  and  provision  lias  been  made  whereby  all  t tie  Doctors, 
resident  in  the  district,  will  attend  at  the  Clinic  to  carry  out  extra 
sessions  should  this  be  necessary.  In  fact,  each  Doctor  will  immunize 
each  group  of  applicants  respectively  throughout  the  whole  course  of 
the  injections. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Immunization  Clinic  will  commence  in 
January,  1939. 

Ambulance  Facilities  : — 

(a)  Infectious  Cases  : — -Ambulance  from  the  Health  Department 

of  Oldham  and  neighbouring  Councils 

(b)  Non-infectious  and  Accident  Cases: — By  Motor  Ambulance 

Housed  at  the  Oldham  Fire  Station. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  : — 

A  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  was  provided  by  the  District 
Council,  with  accommodation  at  the  Free  Library, 
Rochdale  Road.  On  ist  April,  1938,  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  was  taken  over  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  and  is  now  held  at  Village  School, 
Royton. 

A  School  Clinic  is  provided  for  minor  ailments,  dental  and 
ophthalmic  cases. 

Dental  Treatment. 

Dr  Kershaw,  Dental  Surgeon  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council, 
has  kindly  given  advice  and  treatment  to  many  babies  and  expectant 
mothers  attending  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  The  attendances  of 
Royton  babies,  school  children  and  mothers  were  as  follows  - 

Number  Inspected  ..  2059  Treated .  1100 

Requiring  treatment  1612  Fillings  .  830 

Attendances  .  1638  Extractions  1831 

Other  operations  ...  2012 


IO 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  has  ma<le  arrangements  for  the 
treatment  of  Tuberculosis.  Venereal  Diseases  are 
treated  at  the  Oldham  Royal  Infirmary. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home  : — 

The  Royton  District  Nursing  Association  provides  two  Nurses. 

This  Association  is  supported  by  voluntary  contribu¬ 
tions  under  a  “  Home  Provident  Scheme.” 


Midwives  : — 

Number  on  the  Register  . 2 

Number  Practising  . 2 


No  midwife  is  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority. 

From  1st  August,  1958,  Mrs.  A.  Costello  was  appointed  Resident 
District  Midwife  under  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 


LABORATORY  WORK. 

Bacteriological  work  and  analysis  of  water  are  carried  out  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  York  Place,  Manchester. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  and  anti-meningococcus  serum  is  kept  at  the 
Town  Hall,  and  supplied  in  cases  of  emergency  to  Medical  Practi¬ 
tioners  in  this  district  upon  request. 

Specimens  examined  :  Throat  swabs  68. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

Jas.  Lindsay,  m.d.  (until  31st  March,  1938). 

J.  W.  Pickup,  m.d.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h., 

(from  1st  April,  1938). 

Veterinary  Inspector — R.  Herbert,  Esq.,  m.r.c.v.s.  (part  time). 

Sanitary  Inspector — Mr.  J.  Butterfield  (whole  time). 

(retired  31st  March,  1938). 
Mr.  E.  Dunsmore,  a.rsan.i.,  m  s.i  a. 

(whole  time) 

(from  1st  April,  1938). 

Health  Visitor— Mrs.  Janet  Foster.  To  2nd  February,  1938. 


(Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  taken  over  by  County, 

1st  April,  1938). 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

List  of  Adoption  Acts,  Bye-Laws  and  local  regulations  relating  to  the 
public  health,  in  force  in  the  district,  with  date  of  adoption. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

From  1  st  October,  1891. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

From  1st  October,  1891. 

The  Baths  and  Wash  houses  Act,  1846  to  1899 
Adopted  6th  November,  1907. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907. 

From  1st  September,  1915. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

Part  (2)  Streets  and  Buildings. 

(3)  Sanitary  Provisions. 

(4)  Infectious  Diseases. 

{5)  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

(6)  Recreation  Grounds. 


HOUSING. 

Statistics  for  the  year  1938. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b))  ...  92 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority .  22 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  .  nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  70 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority . .  ...  22 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  nil 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing- 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  xActs). . .  156 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925  and  1932 .  49 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation . 137 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  (3))  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  2 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Focal  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ... 


nil 
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3-  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  . 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  Owners  . 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


nil 


nil 

nil 


B.  — "^Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(а)  By  Owners  . 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  . 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  . . 


49 


44 

nil 


nil 

nil 


D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  . 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  . 


nil 


nil 


Housing  Act,  1936— Overcrowding  (Part  IV.):  — 

(а)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  56 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  56 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . 384 

(б)  Number  of  new  cases  of  Overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  1 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  .  14 

(ii)  Number  o>f  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  70 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

1.  General  observations  as  to  housing  conditions,  including  the 
standard  of  houses,  the  prevalent  types,  age  and  approximate  numbers 
and  general  soundness  of  the  several  types— any  information  as  to  pre¬ 
vailing  forms  of  defects  and  of  prevailing  bad  conditions  resulting  from 
overcrowding. 

Standard  generally  good. 

Prevalent  type  of  house— 4-roomed  cottage  property  in  rows. 

Approximate  number  of  back  to  back  houses 

in  the  district  .  90 

Particulars  of  housing  schemes  in  hand  :— 

There  are  three  sites  which  will  be  comprised  as  follows  : 
Mill  Street  site — 22  houses,  4  aged  persons  dwellings. 
Milton  Street  site — 118  houses. 

Bleasdale  Street — 8  aged  persons  dwellings. 

These  are  in  course  of  erection  for  the  relief  of  slum  clearance 
and  overcrowding. 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  which  have  been  relieved  in 
in  the  course  of  slum  clearance  operations  12. 

Action  taken  during  the  year  regarding  clearance  areas  : 

No.  of  areas  represented  15,  comprising  132  houses  and 
4  houses  and  shops. 

No.  of  areas  cleared  3  (partly),  comprising  52  houses. 

No.  of  new  houses  built  to  rehouse  dis  placed  tenants  22 

2.  Sufficiency  of  supply  of  houses. 

(a)  Extent  of  shortage,  if  any,  of  houses  available  at  reasonable 
rents,  and  the  measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  meet  any  shortage. 

Shortage  is  gradually  being  relieved. 
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ROYTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL.. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report  for  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the 
Royton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  Annual  Report  covering  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1938. 

As  foreshadowed  by  Dr.  Lindsay  in  his  Annual  Report  for  1937, 
the  year  under  review  has  seen  many  changes  in  the  staff  and  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Health  Department.  Dr.  J.  \V.  Pickup,  your  present 
Medical  officer  of  Health,  took  over  duties  on  the  1st  April  from  Dr.  Jas. 
Lindsay,  who  was  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  following  the  death 
of  Dr.  W.  L.  Bentley,  on  the  5th  October.  1937.  Mr.  Butterfield,  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  47  years,  retired  on  superannuation  on  the  31st 
March,  1938,  when  the  signatory  of  this  report  had  the  honour  to  become 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  District.  Mrs.  J  Foster,  the  Health  Visitor, 
terminated  duties  on  the  2nd  February,  and  on  the  1st  April  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  was  taken  over 
by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  great  activity,  especially  under  the 
heading  of  Slum  Clearance,  particularly  in  respect  to  the  Heyside  Ward. 

The  resolution  to  put  into  operation  Sections  115  and  116  of  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act, 
1938,  containing  new  legislation  relative  to  the  registration  of  hawkers 
of  meat,  fish,  fruit  and  vegetables,  and  premises,  and  premises  used  in 
connection  with  the  sale  of  ice-cream  or  preserved  food  will  entail  still 
further  heavy  duties  on  the  Health  Department. 

The  various  items  of  the  report  are  set  out  in  detail  as  follows:  — 

1  Statistics. 

The  area  of  Royton  Urban  District  is  2,149  acres,  the  population 
(census  1931)  16,689,  and  f^e  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of 
1937  was  i5>650,  (the  figures  for  1938  will  be  given  in  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health’s  Annual  Report).  The  number  of  inhabited  houses 
on  the  rate  books  at  the  31st  December  was  4,735.  The  number  of 
houses  with  a  direct  supply  of  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Oldham 
Corporation  Waterworks  is  4,800,  and  approximately  50  houses  in  the 
outlying  parts  of  Royton  derive  their  water  supply  from  wells. 

2  Housing  and  Slum  Clearance. 

Under  the  Council’s  five  year  programme  of  slum  clearance  a  con¬ 
tinuously  progressive  policy  has  been  pursued  during  the  year. 

Fifteen  areas  in  the  Heyside  Ward,  comprising  132  houses  and  4 
houses-and-shops  were  declared  clearance  areas,  and  on  the  21st  and 
22nd  September  the  Ministry  of  Health  held  a  Public  Inquiry  in  the 
Town  Hall  relative  to  the  areas  On  the  13th  December,  1938,  each  of 
the  clearance  orders  was  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  It  is  note¬ 
worthy  that  the  total  number  of  houses  dealt  with  under  the  above  con¬ 
firmed  orders  was  greater  than  at  any  previous  Inquiry  in  the  Royton 
Urban  District. 
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Since  the  commencement  of  the  slum  clearance  programme  the 
Council  have  declared  a  total  of  44  clearance  areas  containing  397 
houses.  These  areas  are  distributed  as  follows. — Dogford  Ward  1; 
Dryclough  Ward  13;  Haggate  Ward  15;  Heyside  Ward  15. 

With  reference  to  re-housing,  73  houses  are  comprised  in  the  Hall 
Street  site,  70  at  Stottfteld,  36  at  Royley,  and  the  Mill  Street,  Bleasdale 
Street  and  Milton  Street  schemes  will,  when  completed,  provide  another 
152  houses,  making  a  total  of  331  dwellings.  Included  in  this  total 
figure  are  24  one-bedroom  bungalows  for  aged  persons. 

The  number  of  houses  erected  in  1938  by  private  enterprize  was 
70,  and  22  houses  have  been  erected  by  the  Local  Authority. 

3  Abatement  of  Overcrowding. 

Twelve  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  relieved  as  a  result  of 
slum  clearance  removals,  one  has  become  de-crowded  by  a  reduction  in 
the  size  of  the  family,  and  one  family  has  been  removed  into  a  Council 
house  under  the  overcrowding  provisions.  The  number  of  overcrowded 
houses  at  the  31st  December,  1938,  was  56,  against  70  at  the  end  of  the 
previous  year. 

4  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  1,010  premises  were  inspected  and 
2,046  visits  made.  The  defects  or  nuisances  numbered  315,  of  which  31 1 
were  dealt  with,  and  the  remainder  will  be  remedied  early  in  the  new 
year.  The  notices  issued  were  193,  and  statutory  notices  4.  No  legal 
proceedings  were  taken. 

The  above  defects  or  nuisances  are  summarized  as  follows  :  — 


Blocked  drainage  .  16 

Defective  drains  and  pedestals,  etc...  23 

Defective  ash  receptacles  .  162 

Defective  downspouts  and  gutters  ...  14 

Dampness  and  flooding . 16 

Accumulations  .  6 

Dirty  houses  . 5 

Miscellaneous .  7 

Other  housing  defects  .  66 


Total . .  315 

5  Infectious  Disease. 


Each  case  was  investigated,  and  following  recovery  or  removal  to 
hospital,  100  rooms  in  58  houses  were  disinfected  with  formaldehyde. 
Disinfectants  were  supplied. 

The  cases  notified  during  the  year  are  tabulated  below:  — 


Scarlet  Fever  .  35 

£  Diphtheria  — . .  17 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium  .  1 

Erysipelas  .  9 

Chicken  Pox  . 19 


Total .  84 

J  Includes  two  healthy  carriers. 

Two  deaths  resulted  from  Diphtheria  and  one  from  Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia. 
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6  Fumigation. 

Fifty-three  houses  were  fumigated  with  Hydrogen-cyanic-acid 
Gas  prior  to  demolition,  and  the  furniture  and  effects  of  each  family 
treated  in  vans  before  delivery  to  the  new  address,  The  bedding  of  each 
tenant  was  subject  to  steam  disinfestation  by  arrangement  with  Middle- 
ton  Corporation. 

7  Sanitary  Circumstances. 

These  are  as  follows: — Water  closets  3906,  waste-water  closets 
944,  cesspools  4,  privies  1,  pail  closets  47,  ashbins  3970,  and  ashpits  25. 

8  Water  Purity. 

Two  bacteriological  and  two  chemical  examinations  of  well 
water  were  made  and  in  each  case  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

9  Public  Cleansing. 

This  continues  to  be  done  efficiently  by  the  Council's  workmen. 
Two  refuse  collecting  motor  vehicles  and  occasionally  carts  are  used. 
The  number  of  loads  collected  per  week  averaged  62,  weighing  approxi¬ 
mately  71^  tons,  giving  a  total  figure  for  the  year  of  3720  tons. 

The  method  of  disposal  is  the  controlled  or  biological  system  of 
tipping,  which  tips  are  situated  at  Dogford  Road  and  Heyside. 

The  contents  of  privies  and  cesspools  were  deposited  upon  farm 

lands. 

Offal  was  collected  twice  weekly  and  a  total  of  45-I  tons  was  con¬ 
veyed  to  and  destroyed  at  Rochdale. 

10  Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  ten  licensed  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  District 
which  have  received  frequent  visits  from  the  part  time  Veterinary 
Inspector  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

11  Butchers’  Shops. 

There  are  now  twenty-seven  butchers’  shops.  These  were  visited 
and  any  necessary  reports  made  to  the  Health  Committee  month  by 
month. 

12  Food  Inspection. 

The  following  figures  show  in  detail  the  quantity  of  meat  and 
other  foods  condemned  or  surrendered  during  the  year  : — 

Tuberculosis — Bovines.  1  Cow  and  all  offals. 

5  Heads. 

3  pairs  Lungs. 

1  Liver. 

4  Sirloins. 

2  Forequarters. 

2  Steakbones. 

Pigs.  2  Heads. 

Numerous  Lungs. 

Fevered — 1  Cow  and  all  organs. 

Moribund  or  Emergency  Slaughter — 4  Sheep  and  all  organs. 
Cavernous  Angioma — 1  Beast  Liver. 

Acute  Swine  Erysipelas — 1  Pig  and  all  offals. 

Extensive  Bruising — 1  pair  Legs  of  Mutton. 

1  Saddle  of  Mutton. 


Strongylus  Rufescens — i  set  Sheep)  Lungs. 

Pneumonia — i  set  Pig’s  Lungs. 

Decomposition — i  Lamb  and  all  offals. 

i  rolled  Flank  Beef. 

Staleness — \  case,  150  Eggs. 

The  total  weight  if  meat  condemned  was  1  ton  o  cwts.  2  qrs. 
6  lbs.  excluding  the  numerous  lungs  affected  with  tuberculosis. 

13  Milk  and  Dairies. 

There  are  eighteen  dairy  farms  and  the  approximate  number  of 
cows  in  the  district  is  two-hundred-and-fifty.  Three  persons  are  regis¬ 
tered  as  purveyors  only  and  thirty-one  are  registered  as  purveyors  from 
outside  the  district. 

The  sale  of  milk  bv  one  producer  who  was  not  registered  and  the 
premises  unsuitable  was  discontinued  immediately. 

In  the  Royton  Urban  District  there  are  no  graded  farms. 

Several  minor  improvements  in  cowsheds  have  been  made. 

14  Bakehouses. 

These  now  number  51  and  are  kept  clean  and  satisfactory. 
Several  alterations  in  improved  ventilation  and  disposal  of  oven  fumes 
have  been  carried  out.  In  three  instances  it  was  necessary  to  ask  for 
limewashing  and  this  was  done. 

One  basement  bakehouse  in  the  district  was  granted  a  certificate 
of  suitability.  At  the  commencement  of  each  fifth  successive  year  this 
certificate  is  subject  to  revision  by  the  Urban  District  Council. 

15  Factories’  Act,  1937.  Part  I  and  Part  VIII. 

The  factories  with  mechanical  power  number  68  and  those  with¬ 
out  mechanical  power  total  50. 

The  number  of  defects  found  was  ten  and  these  were  all  reme¬ 
died.  Six  were  for  want  of  cleanliness,  one  for  inadequate  ventilation 
and  three  for  defective  sanitary  conveniences. 

16  Smoke  Observations. 

On  each  of  two  occasions  the  Manager  of  the  Mill  concerned  was 
informed  of  the  excessive  black  smoke  emitted  from  the  chimney  under 
Sec.  102  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  No  further  proceedings  were 
taken . 

17  Lodging  Houses. 

The  four  premises  used  as  Lodging  Houses  have  received  frequent 
visits.  The  old  Spread  Eagle  Hotel,  which  was  a  nightmare  to  any 
Sanitarv  Inspector,  was,  in  December,  vacated  and  fumigated  in  readi¬ 
ness  for  its  demolition  under  a  slum  clearance  order. 

A  survey  of  the  Common  Lodging  Houses  is  to  be  made  early  in 
the  new  year. 

18  Day  Schools. 

These  have  been  visited  and  found  satisfactory. 
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19  Rat  Week. 

As  is  usual  the  National  Rat  Week  was  observed  in  Royton  from 
the  7th  to  12th  November. 

Posters  were  displayed,  circulars  were  sent  to  butchers,  farmers 
and  provision  merchants,  and  the  returns  showed  that  a  total  of  sixty- 
four  rats  and  mice  were  killed  during  that  week. 


20  Adulteration,  etc.,  of  Foodstuffs. 

Whilst  the  Health  Department  keeps  an  ever  vigilant  eye  for 
diseased  and  unsound  foodstuffs,  the  County  Council  is  the  Authority 
responsible  for  sampling,  the  analysis,  detection  of  adulteration,  and 
contamination  of  foodstuffs. 

A  return  from  the  County  Police  showed  the  number  of  samples 
taken  as  follows ; — Thirty  samples  of  milk,  each  of  which  proved 
genuine  with  the  exception  of  three.  One  was  found  “Adulterated,  defi¬ 
cient  4%  solids  not  fat”;  one  “Adulterated,  deficient  1%  solids  not  fat”; 
and  one  “  Deficient  2%  solids  not  fat.” 

No  prosecutions  were  undertaken  in  these  cases,  but  further 
samples  will  be  taken. 

The  following  samples  also  were  taken  and  found  to  be  genuine:  — 
Pears  (tinned),  potted  tongue,  meat  pies,  potted  meats,  coffee,  cocoa, 
boracic  acid  powder,  eucalyptus  oil,  semolina,  ground  ginger. 

All  samples  were  analysed  by  the  County  Analyst  at  Preston. 


21  Shop  Inspections. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  local  shops’  inspector  under  the 
the  Lancashire  County  Council  for  administration  of  the  Shops  Act, 
1934. 

The  reports  of  inspections  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  County  Offices,  Preston,  where  any  necessary  action  is  taken. 

22  In  Conclusion. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  since  I  commenced  duties  as 
Sanitary  Inspector  on  1st  April.  Also  1  thank  Dr.  Pickup,  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  for  his  valuable  support  and  co-operation  at  all  times, 
the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  the  Surveyor  and  all  other  members  of  the 
staff. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  DUNSMORE, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HEALTH  VISITOR’S  REPORT 


Summary  of  Work  Done  during  3  Months  1st  January  to 
31st  March  (Taken  over  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council 

1st  April,  1938). 

Births  Notified  during  the  Year. 

Live  xn 
Still  1 


Total  38 


Births  in 

Hospital 

Domiciliary 

Live 

18 

Live  19 

Still 

0 

Still  1 

Total 

18 

Total  20 

Visiting  Done  during  3  Months  1st  January  to  31st  March. 

(a)  To  expectant  mothers . 1st  Visits .  .  7 

Total...  7 

(b)  To  children  under  cne  year  of  age...ist  Visits...  24 

Total...  42 

(c)  To  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years 

Total  Visits. ..45 
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